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What if you could change the 
world with the stroke of a pen?

Xander and 
The Pen 

– the 2nd book in a 
magical new series 
for middle-grade 

readers.

PLUS SOME SUPER-PACEY NEW STORIES FOR JUNIOR READERS FROM 
AUSTRALIAN CREATORS.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
BEING HUMAN– A gift box of inspiration to lighten your soul. 

EPIC – An armchair guide to adventures in Aotearoa 
BUZZ – A sweet new gift book for bee lovers, now in paperback

IT’S A WRAP – Christmas gifts for kids and grown ups



The Being Human Collection
Boxed Set
Dr Carrie Hayward

Buzz
A book of happiness for Bee Lovers
Adam Langstroth

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Carrie Hayward is a clinical psychologist who works 
with individuals to help them live more consciously 

and purposefully. Her training in Acceptance and 
Commitment Therapy (ACT) profoundly changed 
her approach to living, both professionally and 

personally. Carrie is also the mother of three boys.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Adam Langstroth is a writer, publisher, and bee enthusiast. Born in Torquay, 
United Kingdom, Adam was raised with bees in his backyard. In recent years, he 
has seen the exponential rise in the number of people keeping bees and the 
corresponding disastrous collapse of the number of wild bees.

The four books in the series use metaphor to explore some of the innate challenges of 
human existence. Based on Acceptance and Commitment Therapy (ACT) teachings, these 
short, but powerful stories and the accompanying Being Human Method will give you the 
tools to develop psychological flexibility, enabling you to deal with challenges, and live a 
more mindful, values-based and purposeful life.

Despite their critical importance for human survival, you won't find bees listed 
in the index of most major biographies, and there are no superstar beekeepers, 
but it would be wise to remember that their profession is nobler than most. 
They bring us flowers, food and honey, and the life of the hive is complex and 
fascinating. With quotes from poets and philosophers, Bindi Irwin and Winnie 
the Pooh, proverbial wisdom and Shakespeare, Buzz reminds us to respect and 
protect this valuable creature.

AU $69.99 | NZ $69.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539878 | 175 x 175 mm | Slipcase w/ 4 x Hardcover | Colour

AU $19.99 | NZ $19.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539762 | 225 x 203 mm | Paperback | 160 pages | Colour

“A collection of beautiful stories to read and 
savour and ponder — and then apply, to make 

the most of your life.”  - Dr Russ Harris, 
author of The Happiness Trap

ADULT NON-FICTION

The Lost Sun
A Being Human guide to weathering life’s storms 

An impactful tale revealing profound insights about coping with change 
and weathering life's storms with grace and resilience.

AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539885 | 165 x 165 mm | Hardcover | 40 pp | Colour

The Flower In the Pocket
A Being Human guide to finding growth through emotional pain

Find fulfillment despite emotional pain with this concise, essential guide 
from a seasoned expert in human psychology.

AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539892 | 165 x 165 mm | Hardcover | 40 pp | Colour

The Unwanted Friend
A Being Human guide to recognising the mind’s stories

The Unwanted Friend is about the ‘voice’ in our heads. The story’s lesson 
is how to consciously deal with unhelpful thinking, bringing greater 
connection and choice to your way of being.

AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539908 | 165 x 165 mm | Hardcover | 40 pp | Colour

The Dragonfly In The Haze
A Being Human guide to creating meaningful connection

The Dragonfly in the Haze focuses on our increasing disconnection with the 
physical world and how this disconnect is impacting our meaning in life. 

AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539915 | 165 x 165 mm | Hardcover | 40 pp | Colour

MORE BEE 
BOOKS

ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN HARDCOVER

EACH GUIDE 
IS AVAILABLE 

SEPARATELY OR 
AS A COLLECTION 

IN A SLIP CASE.

IT’S A WRAP!
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Gift ideas for all ages

ADULT NON-FICTION

MIDDLE-GRADE FICTIONEK BOOKS

Over the last 50 years, sea kayakers, climbers 
and trampers have been attempting audacious 
journeys across NZ that last many months. Many 
of these journeys were documented by the 
adventurers themselves, but Epic makes these 
tales available to a new generation, highlighting 
the resilience of the human spirit when 
attempting feats of endurance. Featuring both 
men and women, their incredible adventures are 
spread out from Cape to Bluff, encompassing both 
the North, South and Stewart islands.

Xander buys a pen that gives him the power to improve his family's fortunes, only to discover that 
power comes with its own problems. Xander and the Pen is the story of a boy who loves to draw 
superheroes, and the pen he buys from a mysterious market stall. He soon learns that the pen has a 
magical power: whatever he draws, happens! At first the pen helps Xander improve his family's fortunes, 
but there are many unintended consequences and soon everybody is angry at him. Xander sees that 
the power of the pen has changed him into somebody his sister and his friends despise. But how else 
to deal with the bullying Bruise Brothers and solve the mystery of the poisoned llamas? Can Xander win 
back the respect of his sister and friends without using the pen? Or will he succumb to the temptation 
of an easy fix? Featuring hilarious illustrations, and with messages about bullying, family dynamics, 
disability and the environment, this is fast-paced, entertaining middle-grade fiction that will resonate 
with kids everywhere. After all, who wouldn't want to fix all their problems with the stroke of a pen!

Perfect for lovers of the outdoors 
and armchair explorers.

New in The Pen series – Imagine if you could 
solve all your problems with the stroke of a 
pen?

Epic
Adventures across Aotearoa
Ray Salisbury

Xander and the Pen
The Pen Series: Book 2
David Lawrence, illustrated by Cherie Dignam

AU $49.99 | NZ $49.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781991001399 | 
229 x 152 mm | Cased w/ Jacket | 256 pages | Colour

AU $16.99 | NZ $18.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781922539403 | 210 x 135 mm | Papeback | 280 pages | Ages 8-12

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Ray Salisbury, author and photographer, has had a lifelong love for backcountry NZ. In 
the 1990s, he completed a solo 80-day traverse of the North Island mountain ranges. He 
wrote about that epic journey in his book, Cape to Cape. Today, Ray continues to write 
about epic adventures in New Zealand.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
David Lawrence started out as a financial analyst, but went from creating profit-and-
loss statements to performing stand-up comedy and TV writing before penning his first 
book in 2007. Since then, he has written another 12 fun-filled children's books aimed at 
engaging reluctant readers.
Cherie Dignam has always loved drawing and works in a variety of mediums including 
coloured pencils and watercolour. However, she is at her happiest with a good old-
fashioned dip pen and ink.

“An engaging 
study of power 
and moral choices” 
- Kirkus Reviews

ALSO IN THIS SERIES

THEMES: BULLYING, FAMILY DYNAMICS, DISABILITY, ENVIRONMENT
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WOMBAT BOOKS JUNIOR FICTION

LITTLE PINK DOG  BOOKS PICTURE BOOKS

Tessa wants a grandma - she's never had one before - so she sets off to find a grandma who can 
dance, and sing, and bake yummy cookies. Will Tessa ever find the perfect grandma to love and 
play with? 

In the 3rd book in this series, Pepper Masalah and the Giant Bird, we rejoin 
Pepper Masalah, the black cat, and nine-year Zamir as the ancient magic carpet 
flies over Afghanistan. A huge bird (the Simurgh from Persian folklore) whisks 
Pepper off the carpet and up to her nest of eggs high on a mountain. The carpet 
is disorientated without Pepper and disappears after Zamir falls off. Zam makes 
the long climb to save Pepper before she becomes food for the bird's huge 
chicks. But Pepper and Zam still need to find the carpet in order to get home.

Riz Chester has a passion for forensic science. One day at school 
there is a commotion outside the music room and something 
is missing. Riz recruits her friends, Jenny, Sabrina, Lachie A and 
Lochie C and breaks out her fingerprint tools. Is it more than a 
misunderstanding? How can they work out what happened when no 
one will even tell them what is missing? And is the mark left behind 
in the music room really a fingerprint?

A charming story about how one kind gesture can change someone's life.

Realistic forensic investigations for kids with a 
neurodivergent female protagonist.

A Grandma to Love
Ashling Kwok & Kathy Creamer
AU $24.99 | NZ $24.99 | Nov 2023 | 9780645418408 | 245 x 245 mm | Hardcover | 32 pages | Colour | Ages 4-10

AU $11.99 | NZ $12.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781761111204 | 198 x 129 mm | Hardcover | 88 pp 

AU $12.99 | NZ $12.99 | Nov 2023 | 9781761111280 | 198 x 129 mm | Hardcover | 96 pp

Pepper Masalah and The Giant Bird
Book 3: Pepper Masalah Series
Rosanne Hawke & Jasmine Berry

Riz Chester and The Fingerprint Code
Book 2: Riz Chester Series
R.A Stephens & Em Hammond

THEMES: FAMILY, COMMUNITY

THEMES: FANTASY AND MAGICAL REALISM AND ADVENTURE

THEMES: NEURODIVERSITY, TEAMWORK, MYSTERY AND FORENSICS

ALSO IN THIS SERIES

ALSO 
IN THIS 
SERIES

AGES
6-10

AGES
6-8

“With all the regular structures and 
strategies that support young readers, 

this is a series that will not only promote 
reading but … inspire students to at 

least be more observant and appreciate 
the value of the research process, if not 

pursue a science career.  One to earmark 
to get all the episodes.” 

- Barbara Braxton, teacher Librarian


