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Along with climate change, and the increasing international 
trade in bees and bee products, the risks to bees and their 
colonies is considerably greater then ever before. Beekeeping is 
expensive and time consuming. This practical book will help you 
safeguard your bees and your investments. Normally confined 
to expensive complicated journals, the information here is both 
high level and of immediate practical use.
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Disclaimer
While this book is intended as a general information
resource and all care has been taken in compiling the
contents, neither the author nor the publisher and
their distributors can be held responsible for any loss,
claim or action that may arise from reliance on the
information contained in this book.
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Discover the remarkable and unexpected ‘rags-to-riches’ story of manuka 
honey, as seen through the eyes of a beekeeping specialist who watched 
it unfold from the beginning. Manuka describes how the discovery of the 
honey’s unique properties caught the international media’s attention, 
helping some enterprising New Zealanders to develop manuka honey-
based products and take them to the world. Learn about the remarkable 
therapeutic properties of manuka and its dazzling array of uses.

When asked why they wrote this book, 
the authors said:

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
The authors have plenty of hands-on real-world bee keeping knowledge. They are globally 
experienced, passionate and practical experts, who communicate vital and complicated 
information with clarity.

Robert Owen is a highly experienced beekeeper and writer. His articles have appeared in The 
American Bee Journal and many others around the world. He is the author of the definitive Australian 
Beekeeping Manual and his work for USAID has him travelling the world advising on bee diseases and 
management.

Mark Stevenson is a Professor at Melbourne University and an has extensive New Zealand and 
Australian experience with infectious and non-infectious disease threats. 

John-Pierre Y Sheerlinck has studied in Brussels and Kenya as well as Australia, where he is a 
Professor of Veterinary Epidemiology. He also established the University Bee Club.

The authors show 
you what to look 
for, how diagnose 
how to avoid 
false diagnosis, 
and give clear 
practical, visually 
supported, steps 
to recovery and 
prevention.
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Introduction

Fifty years ago, there were few known pests and diseases of the European 
honey bee, Apis mellifera. Today, with bees and bee products being shipped 
internationally on a large scale, many pathogens that were previously geo-
graphically confined are now widespread in both developed and develop-
ing countries (Figure 0.1). Some of these pests and diseases are new to  
A. mellifera and, consequently, these bees do not display resistance to them. 
For example, the Varroa mite, which has spread from the Asian honey bee 
(A. cerana) to A. mellifera, is causing massive colony losses globally (see 
Chapter 3).

From Figure 0.1, we see that beekeepers are faced with a bewildering 
array of pathogens to diagnose and manage. Figure 0.2 shows that it is not 
only pathogens that cause colony ill health but a range of environmental 

Figure 0.1: Some of the many pathogens that infect bees today.

We have been keen beekeepers for over twenty years 
and have professional interests in bees through university 
research. Diseases that honey bees currently face can be 
better managed if more information is available. There is 
a lot of misinformation on the Web, which is not helpful 
and is often counter-productive to a beekeeper wishing 
to learn about the identification and treatment of honey 
bee diseases. Also, beekeeping practices vary in different 
countries, and the management of pathogens will be 
enhanced if beekeepers take what was best from each 
country’s practices.
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This book is a joy, with glorious pictures of bees and bee life 
in diverse landscapes on one side of the page, and interesting 
and apt quotes on the other side. “Contributors’ range from 
Shakespeare to Bidi Irwin, Winnie the Poo, Amit Ray and Virgil.



The Australian Beekeeping Manual is the most 
comprehensive reference for both novice and experienced 
beekeepers in Australia. The accessible yet detailed 
text, supported by over 350 full-colour photographs and 
illustrations, covers all the key areas, from the beekeeping 
equipment needed and how to obtain bees to the basics of 
colony management, pests and diseases, native bees, and 
rearing queens. This 3rd edition has been updated to include 
the latest developments in pest and disease management.

Detailed information about every facet of beekeeping. 
You could call it the bee-all, and end all! - GOOD ORGANIC GARDENING
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MANUKA
Cliff Van Eaton

Test your botanical knowledge with over 100 puzzles and quizzes designed to ensnare and 
delight. Cultivated by garden expert Simon Arkeroyd and puzzle and quizmaster Dr Gareth 
Moore, this book contains breathtaking botanical illustrations throughout and a wide range 
of quizzes and puzzles perfect for any gardener who thinks they know their onions. 

Test your botanical knowledge with over 100 puzzles and quizzes cultivated by 
garden expert Simon Arkeroyd and quizmaster Dr Gareth Moore. Show off by 
solving challenging anagrams of Latin species names and challenge yourself 
with stimulating activities aimed at improving your horticultural and botanical 
knowledge. Breathtaking botanical illustrations throughout and a wide range of 
quizzes and puzzles will ensnare and delight any gardener who thinks they know 
their onions. 
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